My name is SUI LING LAI, but |
prefer people to call me Ling as it’s
much more friendly. | come from
Hong Kong, where | live with my
family. My dad is an electrician, my
mum is a housewife and my sister is
a company receptionist. We are a
happy family. During our holidays
we usually eat out at Chinese
restaurants and go shopping together.
We also travel to Japan, Malaysia,
France and other countries.

Hong Kong is a crowded, economic
city in China. Every single person is
so busy and walks so fast, they don’t
always saying hello or smile at
strangers. But they do not mean to
be bad mannered - they are just so
stressful and busy.

Because people are stressed, they
like places to relax. Hong Kong is a
real shoppers and foodies paradise.
Visitors and local people can try any
kind of food in Hong Kong - Japanese, Korean, English, French is all available and
really delicious. And if you like shopping, there are over 20 large and small shopping
centres in Hong Kong, some selling luxury products and others high street clothes.
You can get anything in Hong Kong and it’s suitable for everyone. Sometimes, the big
brand fashion companies hold fashion shows in Hong Kong. They invite actors from
Hollywood, which helps Hong Kong to become more famous.

I found Hong Kong too stressful and too competitive for studying - that’s why | came
over here to study. Also, my HKCEE results were not so good so | decided to study
here and give myself one more chance.

I came to the UK alone and now I live with my relatives. When | was in the aircraft, |
worried about whether I would get on with people, because | am Chinese, whether
people would be racist and if | would feel isolated. But I find that the UK is so



attractive, the weather is good, people are nice and they always smile to me even I do
not know them. The weather is fantastic in summer, as it’s always sunny and not as
hot as Hong Kong, but I don’t like the winter because it is too cold and sometimes it
SNOWS.

| studied the BTEC Introductory diploma in Business, Retail and Administration in
2007 and 2008. My personal tutor was Sue Pritchard - who is a fantastic teacher and
always helped me with my studies. I also really got on well with my classmates. |
have made a lot of friends here and they all come from different countries. I have a
best friend here call Nura, who is from Dubai. | have told her everything about myself,
happy or sad. Although sometimes she does not fully understand, she still listens to
me patiently. | have another friend from Dubai called Yasmine. She understands me a
lot and she is funny, she is always saying some jokes to make us laugh. Kirandeep and
Jass are from India and we always laugh together. My friends and I usually stay
together during the lunch break. Sometimes we go to library to do our coursework,
sometimes we go to canteen to relax. People are friendly here and there are no race
relations problems, no one against me because | am Chinese. | really enjoy studying
here and won four awards in the business course end of year ceremony. | am really
thankful to the people who gave me the chances. Next year, | will study for my BTEC
National Award Level 3. I will work extremely hard to satisfy the course because I
want to go to Aston University.

This summer holiday, |1 worked in the Marketing Department at Wolverhampton
College to gain some work experience. All the staff were very nice and funny and
looked after me well. They gave me a lot of help and arranged for me to meet Dr John
Rudd at Aston University to find out more about getting a degree. He is going to show
me round in September. The Marketing Team also arranged for me to be interviewed
on a local radio station and, because | play classical music on the piano, they have
asked me to play at a special college awards ceremony at Christmas.

There are over 100 universities in UK which means I have more choice. | want to
study marketing at Aston University. | want to know more about peoples’ needs, find
the suitable product for them, maybe develop some new products for customers, help
people to satisfy their wants and save money.

By coming here, | believe I have gained an important opportunity to achieve my goal.
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